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The Play
The Tempest, one of Shakespeare’s last plays, is a tale of magic, deception, revenge, and forgiveness. It tells the
story of Prospero, a deposed Duke of Milan and a powerful sorcerer, who rules over the enchanted island where
he and his teenage daughter were shipwrecked 12 years earlier. When “bountiful fortune” brings the royal party
of Milan near the island’s shores, Prospero uses his magic to create a tempest (a powerful storm), leaving his
enemies shipwrecked on the island and at his mercy. Many see The Tempest as Shakespeare’s “last hurrah,” and
the character, Prospero as a metaphor for Shakespeare himself. At the end of the play when Prospero gives up
magic to live a quiet life, it is like Shakespeare bidding a farewell to his life in theatre.

The Ensemble
The Chicago Youth Shakespeare Ensemble (CYSE) is our flagship
performance company, open to high school students across the
Chicagoland area. CYSE actors represent a variety of communities,
ethnicities, cultures, and life experiences. Together they create a
unique and diverse artistic ensemble fueled by collaboration and a
variety of approaches and ideas.
Collaborations include work with distinguished visiting artists
throughout the rehearsal process. For this production, we had the
opportunity to work with Chicago actor, Lawrence Grimm, Backroom
Shakespeare's Samuel Taylor, and with percussionist Peter Ferry,
who taught the ensemble how to incorporate djembe drumming and
devised percussion into our performance to create the "Sounds and
sweet airs" of Prospero's island.

The show runs 75 min. with no intermission, followed by a brief talkback with the cast after the performance.
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