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Ashley Benson   Egeus + Peaseblossom 
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Director’s Note 
When I read a play, I look for what speaks to me right now; and at CYS, 
we encourage our students to ask themselves and each other: why this 
play—this story right now? In many ways, A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream feels like it was written specifically for young people. It’s a story 
about rebelling against authority, trying to understand how love works, 
and discovering one’s true identity.  Looking at the play again, I was 
struck by the way the characters open up over the course of the story. I 
wanted our design elements to somehow reflect this change in the 
characters, so we decided to create the two worlds of the play, (the court 
and the forest) using a collection of boxes. At the beginning of the story, 
the boxes are assembled like a large wall, suggesting an environment that 
is imposing and rigid. As the story unfolds, the boxes are opened, 
unpacked, dismantled, and are ultimately “freed” by the end of the play, 
acting as a metaphor for each character’s journey. I brought this idea to the 
students and they ran with it and made it their own! Thank you for joining 
CYS as we “dream away” an hour or so together in the world of 
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream!  - Jeremy Ohringer, CYS 
Youth Ensemble Director 
 

About CYS 
Chicago Youth Shakespeare (CYS) is a 501(c)3 organization dedicated to 
empowering and uniting Chicagoland students across demographic 
boundaries through the powerful lens of Shakespeare’s works. CYS 
programs reinforce 21st Century skills for academic achievement, 
providing opportunities for collaboration, self-expression, critical inquiry, 
and creative discovery through performance-based learning. Simply put, 
our goal is to get more high school students up on their feet, performing 
Shakespeare, for and with each other. Through programming and 
collaboration with arts education partners, CYS is broadening the scope 
and impact of Shakespeare-through-performance opportunities for high 
school students and their teachers in communities throughout the Chicago 
metropolitan area.  
 


