
Synopsis 
 

In Scotland, Macbeth, a great warrior, meets three weird 
sisters on the heath. They tell him that he will be crowned 
king, setting in motion a terrible chain of events. Macbeth 
is the ultimate story of ambition, Magic, madness, and 
blood. In the world of this play, ‘Fair is Foul and Foul is 
Fair.’ 

Mission 
 

The mission of the CYS Youth Company program is to build 
community among high school students across diverse 
backgrounds through their work as an artistic ensemble. 
Youth Company actors represent 13 different communities 
throughout the Chicagoland area, and a veritable melting 
pot of ethnicities, cultures, and life experiences. They are 
brought together through the works of William 
Shakespeare, who’s universal stories and characters 
transcend time and cultural boundaries. 
 

Youth Company Director Jeremy Ohringer 

Artistic Director   Manon Spadaro 

Fight choreographer  sarah fornace 

Technical assistant  Michele stine 

On Themes , Teens , and the Artistic Process… 

 
Exploring the juxtaposition between literal symbols and 
the often ambiguous, antithetical world of the play was 
the launching point for our work. Macbeth is "a tale of 
blood": Blood is the primary symbol of the play, and the 
most spoken word in the text. Macbeth is also a play of 
opposites where things are not what they seem: "Fair is 
foul and foul is fair", "There's daggers in men's smiles". 
These ideas were not unfamiliar to our high school actors.  
No longer children, but not yet fully grown, the life of a 
teenager is often ambiguous, filled with antithesis, and 
operates 24/7 at a high level of intensity. Throughout our 
rehearsal process CYS students explored the literal vs. 
metaphor, while heightening the antithesis found in the 
language, in the action of the play, and in the arc of their 
characters’ stories.  
 
At CYS, process begins and ends with ensemble.  Working 
collectively to take creative risks and make strong 
choices on stage requires a safe and supportive creative 
foundation, fueled by collaboration, innovation, and 
diversity of approaches and ideas. We used a variety of 
training methods to help our young actors get at the 
heart of the text, their characters, and the story. These 
methods include Viewpoints training which deconstructs 
elements of space and time, Suzuki to develop precision, 
stillness and energy in the body, and exercises from 
Meisner Technique to help students work off of one 
another and react spontaneously in the moment. 
Throughout this process we encouraged ‘play’ or being 
present and reactive in the moment, while letting the text 
guide us to the heart of the story.  

For more information on Chicago Youth Shakespeare, please 
visit us on the web at 

www.chicagoyouthshakespeare.org 



Special Thanks 
Sarah Fornace               Marilyn Halperin 
The Lincoln Park Cultural Center   Backroom Shakespeare 
John Schmitz          the Athenaeum  
Stacy Cantor           Jennifer quinn 
Harriet rabinowitz        Martie and bob sachs 
Daniella Zimmerman             David Michel  

And to all of you! 

 
March 1st  - March 8th, 2014 

 
At the Lincoln Park Cultural Center  

2045 N. Lincoln Park West, Chicago, IL 

What ’s Next for CYS?  
We are also excited to announce our Summer Youth 
Company Program – a six-week intensive to mount a 
play that will tour to different parks and schools 
throughout the Chicagoland area!  

June 23rd – July 25th  
Monday-Friday 11am-4pm 

Performances: July26th – August 4th, 2014 
Tuition: $1500* 

*Selection for the 2014 Summer Youth Company is based upon audition only, 
and auditions are need-blind. No student accepted into the program can be 
turned away based on their ability to pay tuition, and tuition waivers are 
available to all students demonstrating financial need. CYSC auditions are 
open to all high school students, grades 9-12, throughout the Chicago 
metropolitan and suburban areas.  

Auditions will be March 15th – 22nd by Appointment 

To Schedule an audition Email 
Info@chicagoyouthshakespeare.org 
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